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The McDowell Sonoran Preserve is a 30,000-acre desert preserve in
Scottsdale, Arizona. It is home to a variety of plant and animal life, including
coyotes, bobcats, javelinas, and saguaro cacti. The preserve is also a
popular destination for hiking, biking, and horseback riding.

The preserve was created in 1997 through a partnership between the City
of Scottsdale and the Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department.
The land for the preserve was acquired from a variety of sources, including
private landowners, the Bureau of Land Management, and the Arizona
State Land Department.

The preserve is managed by the City of Scottsdale Parks and Recreation
Department. The department is responsible for maintaining the preserve's
trails, facilities, and natural resources. The department also offers a variety
of educational programs and events at the preserve.

The McDowell Sonoran Preserve is a valuable asset to the community of
Scottsdale. It provides a place for people to enjoy the outdoors, learn about
the desert, and connect with nature.

The History of the McDowell Sonoran Preserve

The McDowell Sonoran Preserve has a long and rich history. The area was
first inhabited by the Hohokam people, who lived in the region for over
2,000 years. The Hohokam built a complex system of canals and irrigation
ditches, which allowed them to grow crops in the desert environment.
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In the 1860s, European settlers began to arrive in the area. The settlers
established farms and ranches, and they also began to mine for gold and
silver. The mining industry boomed in the late 1800s, and the town of
Scottsdale was founded in 1888.

As Scottsdale grew, the demand for land increased. In the early 1900s,
many of the foothills surrounding Scottsdale were subdivided into housing
developments. However, some of the land was set aside for public use. In
1959, the City of Scottsdale Free Downloadd 2,000 acres of land in the
McDowell Mountains. This land became the nucleus of the McDowell
Sonoran Preserve.

In the 1970s and 1980s, the City of Scottsdale continued to acquire land for
the preserve. In 1997, the preserve was officially dedicated. At that time, it
covered 30,000 acres.

The McDowell Sonoran Preserve Today

Today, the McDowell Sonoran Preserve is a popular destination for hiking,
biking, and horseback riding. The preserve has over 200 miles of trails,
which range in difficulty from easy to challenging. The preserve is also
home to a variety of plant and animal life, including coyotes, bobcats,
javelinas, and saguaro cacti.

The McDowell Sonoran Preserve is a valuable asset to the community of
Scottsdale. It provides a place for people to enjoy the outdoors, learn about
the desert, and connect with nature.

How to Get to the McDowell Sonoran Preserve



The McDowell Sonoran Preserve is located in Scottsdale, Arizona. The
preserve is easily accessible from the Loop 101 Freeway. To get to the
preserve, take Exit 110 (Shea Boulevard) and head north. Shea Boulevard
will turn into Scottsdale Road. Follow Scottsdale Road for about 5 miles,
and then turn right onto Thompson Peak Parkway. Thompson Peak
Parkway will lead you to the preserve.

What to Do at the McDowell Sonoran Preserve

There are a variety of things to do at the McDowell Sonoran Preserve,
including:

Hiking

Biking

Horseback riding

Picnicking

Camping

Wildlife watching

Photography

The McDowell Sonoran Preserve is a great place to spend a day or two
exploring the desert. There is something for everyone at the preserve, from
easy hiking trails to challenging mountain bike trails.

Tips for Visiting the McDowell Sonoran Preserve

Here are a few tips for visiting the McDowell Sonoran Preserve:



Bring plenty of water, especially if you are hiking or biking.

Wear sunscreen and a hat to protect yourself from the sun.

Be aware of your surroundings and watch for wildlife.

Stay on designated trails to avoid disturbing the desert environment.

Pack out what you pack in to help keep the preserve clean.

The McDowell Sonoran Preserve is a beautiful and unique place to visit. By
following these tips, you can help protect the preserve and ensure that it
remains a valuable asset to the community of Scottsdale for years to come.
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