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In the annals of history, the name Allison Adelle Hedge Coke stands out as
a beacon of brilliance and perseverance.
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A Native American woman of the Sioux tribe, Hedge Coke defied all odds to
become a renowned engineer, environmentalist, and educator. Her
unyielding spirit and unwavering commitment to her people and the planet
have made her a role model for countless aspiring engineers and
environmental stewards.

A Childhood of Curiosity and Innovation
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Hedge Coke was born in 1958 on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in
South Dakota. From a young age, she exhibited a keen interest in science
and technology. At the age of 10, she built her first wind turbine, inspired by
the natural forces that surrounded her on the reservation.

Growing up in a community where resources were scarce, Hedge Coke
learned the importance of ingenuity and resourcefulness. She often had to
use discarded materials to build her projects, honing her problem-solving
skills and fostering a deep appreciation for sustainability.

Breaking Barriers in a Male-Dominated Field

Despite her passion for engineering, Hedge Coke faced significant
challenges as a Native American woman in a field typically dominated by
men. Undeterred, she refused to be defined by stereotypes and pursued
her dreams with unwavering determination.

In 1980, she became the first Native American woman to earn a bachelor's
degree in engineering from the University of South Dakota. This
groundbreaking achievement paved the way for future generations of
Native American engineers and scientists.

A Visionary Engineer and Environmentalist

After graduating, Hedge Coke returned to the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation and dedicated her career to improving the lives of her
community. She designed and built sustainable housing, renewable energy
systems, and water treatment facilities, bringing much-needed
infrastructure to her people.



Her work extended beyond her reservation. Hedge Coke became a leading
advocate for environmental justice, working to protect the land, air, and
water resources of Native American communities across the United States.

Hedge Coke inspiring the next generation of engineers and environmentalists.

Role Model and Mentor
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In addition to her engineering and environmental work, Hedge Coke is also
a passionate educator. She has taught at numerous universities and
colleges, mentoring and inspiring countless students from diverse
backgrounds.

Her dedication to education extends beyond the classroom. Hedge Coke
founded the Oyate Teca Project, a non-profit organization that provides
STEM education and leadership development programs to Native American
youth.

Awards and Recognition

Hedge Coke's exceptional contributions have earned her numerous awards
and accolades. In 2000, she was inducted into the National Women's Hall
of Fame. In 2012, President Obama awarded her the prestigious
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

A Legacy of Inspiration

The story of Allison Adelle Hedge Coke is a testament to the power of
perseverance, resilience, and the pursuit of dreams. As a Native American
chief engineer, environmentalist, educator, and role model, she has made
an indelible mark on the world.

Her legacy will continue to inspire generations to come to break barriers,
embrace their passions, and make a positive difference in the world.
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