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By Allen Guttmann

Sports spectatorship is a relatively modern phenomenon. In the early days
of sports, only a small number of people attended sporting events.
However, as sports became more popular, the number of spectators grew
dramatically. Today, millions of people around the world attend sporting
events each year.

In his book Sports Spectators, Allen Guttmann explores the history of
sports spectatorship. He argues that the rise of sports spectatorship is
closely tied to the development of modern society. As cities grew and
people became more affluent, they had more time and money to spend on
leisure activities. Sports became a popular form of entertainment, and
people flocked to stadiums and arenas to watch their favorite teams.

Guttmann also examines the impact of sports spectatorship on society. He
argues that sports can bring people together and create a sense of
community. However, he also acknowledges that sports can be a source of
division and conflict.

Sports Spectators is a fascinating look at the history of sports
spectatorship. Guttmann provides a wealth of insights into the social and
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cultural significance of sports. This book is a must-read for anyone
interested in the history of sports or the sociology of leisure.

Reviews

"Sports Spectators is a groundbreaking work that sheds new light on the
history of sports and society. Guttmann's insights are invaluable for
understanding the role of sports in our lives." - Jay Coakley, University of
Colorado Boulder

"Guttmann's book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of
sports. It is a fascinating and thought-provoking look at the social and
cultural significance of sports." - John MacAloon, University of Chicago
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