Unlock London's Clean Air Revolution: A
Comprehensive Guide to the London Low
Emission Zone and Ultra Low Emission Zone

In a bid to combat air pollution and improve public health, London has
implemented two key initiatives: the London Low Emission Zone (LEZ) and
the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ). These zones aim to reduce the
harmful emissions produced by vehicles, creating a cleaner and healthier
urban environment. Understanding these zones is crucial for motorists
traveling to or within London, as non-compliance can result in significant
penalties. This comprehensive guide will provide an in-depth overview of
the LEZ and ULEZ, including their boundaries, regulations, exemptions,
and enforcement measures.

The LEZ encompasses central London and is enforced 24 hours a day,
every day of the year. It applies to all vehicles except motorcycles and
mopeds. The covered vehicle types include:

= Cars

= Vans

= Lorries

= Buses

= Coaches

Vehicles entering the LEZ must meet specific emission standards.
Depending on the vehicle type and fuel type, the daily charges vary as



follows:
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= Diesel vehicles: £200

= Petrol vehicles (including hybrids): £12.50

Vehicles that do not meet the required standards will be subject to these

daily charges.

Certain vehicles are exempt from the LEZ charges. These include:

= Vehicles registered as disabled tax class

= Vehicles used for emergency services or patient transport

= Historic vehicles over 40 years old
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= Electric vehicles
= Hydrogen-powered vehicles

A full list of exemptions can be found on the Transport for London (TfL)
website.

The ULEZ is a smaller zone within the LEZ and covers the same central
London area. It operates 24 hours a day, every day of the year. The ULEZ
applies to all vehicles that are subject to the LEZ, as well as motorcycles
and mopeds.

Vehicles entering the ULEZ must meet stricter emission standards than the
LEZ. The daily charges for non-compliant vehicles are:

= Diesel vehicles: £10

= Petrol vehicles: £12.50

= Motorcycles: £12.50

Vehicles that do not meet the required standards will be subject to these
daily charges.

A limited number of vehicles are exempt from the ULEZ charges. These
include:

= Electric vehicles

= Hydrogen-powered vehicles

= Vehicles used for emergency services or patient transport



= Vehicles registered as disabled tax class

A full list of exemptions can be found on the TfL website.

The LEZ and ULEZ are enforced using automatic number plate recognition
(ANPR) cameras. These cameras capture the license plate of vehicles
entering the zones and check their compliance. Vehicles that are not
compliant and do not pay the required charges will be subject to a penalty
charge notice (PCN). The PCN penalty is £160, reduced to £80 if paid
within 14 days.

To help motorists comply with the LEZ and ULEZ, TfL provides several
tools and resources:

= LEZ and ULEZ Checker: A free online tool that allows motorists to
check if their vehicle meets the emission standards and is eligible for
any exemptions.

= LEZ and ULEZ Payment System: A secure online system where
motorists can pay the daily charges for entering the zones.

= Sign Up for Reminders: Motorists can sign up to receive email
reminders about upcoming charges and renewal dates.

The London Low Emission Zone and Ultra Low Emission Zone are
essential initiatives aimed at improving air quality in London. By
understanding the boundaries, regulations, exemptions, and enforcement
measures of these zones, motorists can ensure compliance and avoid
penalties. By reducing emissions, these zones create a cleaner and
healthier urban environment for all Londoners.
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